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prosecuted, is there much prospect that the wonder-
ful administrative successes of our fellow-countrymen
in India will ever obtain the recognition they deserve.

It is owing to the railways, of course, that the
Government can deal successfully with the results
of crop failure, but the above-mentioned critics
nevertheless condemn railway extension because it
is necessarily effected by means of British capital,
lent, it must be said, on extremely favourable terms
to a country which cannot raise the capital itself,
and they cry aloud for irrigation, ignoring the fact
that 22,225,000 acres have been irrigated at a cost of
^32,500,000 by the British Government, and that a
Special Commission with an eminent engineer at its
head has reported that at the utmost the Govern-
ment can only irrigate between three and four
million additional acres by an outlay of eight or
nine million sterling.

It would be hopeless to ask of critics, the
measure of whose judgment is the extent of their
malevolence, that they should remember that unless
a reasonable return can be obtained on money
invested, the expenditure of taxes collected from
all, cannot be justified upon works designed for
the benefit of the comparatively few.

It will always be remembered to the credit
of Lord Curzon's Government that the prompt
despatch of troops to South Africa saved the
situation at the outset of what proved, conjrary